Council Minutes                                                                                
 June 6, 2011

1.  The Regular Meeting of the Millwood City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Mork at 7:00 p.m., June 6, 2011 at the Millwood City Hall.  Council members present were:  Glenn Bailey, Shaun Culler, Brian Ellingson, Kevin Freeman and Richard Schoen.  Also present:  Attorney Brian Werst, Treasurer Debbie Matkin, Public Works Supervisor Cleve McCoul and City Clerk/City Planner Tom Richardson.  
2.  Mr. Culler led the Flag Salute.  
3.  CONSENT AGENDA:  
Approval of Minutes of the Regular Meeting held May 2, 2011 and the Special Meeting held May 9, 2011; 
May Payroll $41,107.95; May Claims $50,168.49; 
Treasurer’s Report for May.  
Mr. Richardson noted corrections on the April payroll register, adding the benefit costs which had been omitted; the payroll should have been $39,600.80. Council members received the May Claims Check Register, May Payroll Check Register, and a list of Claims to be paid June 6, 2011.  Mr. Bailey moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Seconded by Mr. Schoen.  The motion carried unanimously.  
5.  PUBLIC COMMENTS:    
June King, 3009 N. Stout, thanked council on behalf of SCOPE for the use of the park on Saturday and for all the help for the West Valley Community Parade.  They had a good turn out.
Bobbie Beese, 3610 N. Sargent, reported on the fund raising effort by the Save the Pool group.  She said they had a booth at the West Valley Community festival and they heard a lot of support for the wading pool from the community.  They received donations from probably 75 to 100 families.
Shirene Young, 8902 E. Liberty, asked what is the minimum work needed to be done to get the pool opened this year. She said the pool group has arranged for a fundraising account with Spokane Parks Foundation which will give donations the 501(c)(3) tax-exempt eligibility.  Mr. McCoul said there is not much work needed this year but to keep the pool open in the long term it needs to be resurfaced. There was discussion about what the city is permitted to do with respect to private fund raising activities, for example accepting donations at city hall or advertising the campaign on the city’s bulletin boards.  Mr. Werst said the city cannot solicit funds for a private group, but we could report the level of their contributions. Bobbie Beese said there will be donation locations at businesses in the community. Mayor Mork said he would discuss this at the staff meeting this week and decide what to do.
6.   PUBLIC HEARING – WATER SYSTEM PLAN:   Ben Varela, Varela & Associates, presented the draft Water System Plan and explained the major points. He said he could incorporate comments from council until June 15 when the draft will be submitted to Department of Health.  He said there are not many changes from the previous plan done in 2003 since the water system is fairly new and is in good condition and has good redundancy.  He reviewed the list of projects for the next six years. 
Mr. Ellingson asked about energy rebates from Avista Utilities. Mr. Werst asked about the availability of Public Works Trust Fund money. Mr. Varela said there is no PWTF money budgeted now.
7.  PUBLIC HEARING – SIX YEAR TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM:  Mr. Richardson reviewed the projects in the street plan and said the only change in the TIP is the addition of the Millwood Valley Bike/Pedestrian trail. The plan shows revenues from the Real Estate Excise Tax for this project. He recommended that city council adopt the REET in the near future so that the revenues can accumulate before the trail project occurs in three or four years. Mr. Freeman asked if we should include a placeholder in the program for the railroad quiet zone project proposed by City of Spokane Valley.  It was decided to leave it out until the plan is revised next year or thereafter. The mayor said he would contact City of Spokane Valley about this.
Bobbie Beese said the quiet zone would cost a lot of money that could be spent on better projects in the community, and we should not close the Marguerite crossing.

Mr. Bailey said he thinks the city should go on record opposing the project due to the appearance and the cost.

Mr. Bailey moved to approve Resolution 11-08 approving the six year TIP.  Seconded by Mr. Freeman.  Motion carried unanimously.

8.  SEWER PRETREATMENT ORDINANCE – ORD NO. 417.  Mr. Richardson presented the pretreatment ordinance which is an addition to Title 13.  This is a requirement under our existing sewage treatment agreement with Spokane County. It has been submitted to Spokane County for comment and will be on the July 5 agenda for final action.
9.  2011 BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 2 – ORD NO. 418:    Mr. Richardson presented the second budget amendment for the year which includes: the Department of Ecology  grant for the shoreline management plan update, along with hiring the planning intern, Ray Oligher, as Assistant Planner paid under the grant; the Spokane Parks Foundation grant accepted this evening; money in the Water Fund for installation of telemetery equipment for the wells’ pre-lube systems; and money in the Water fund for an audit of utility customer accounts and system records to be performed by Mr. Oligher. Mr. Ellingson asked if the prelube telemetry would be eligible for an Avista rebate.  The mayor called a special council meeting on July 14 at 5:00 p.m. to consider adoption of the budget amendment ordinance.  Mr. Freeman clarified that the proposed amendment would take an additional $11,000 from reserves in the General Fund and Water Fund.
9.   WELCH COMER ENGINEERING CONTRACT:  Mr. Richardson explained the process for selection of an engineer for street design and construction, using the MRSC consultant roster program.  Welch Comer was selected from the firms on the roster based on its experience in street engineering, and its prior experience in Millwood on the Argonne Corridor project and the traffic calming project.  
Matt Gillis of Welch Comer explained how the master umbrella contract would work, with additional work authorized city council under separate task orders. Mr. Freeman asked if there was a fee limit for the general services task order.  Mr. Werst said it is limited by the budget but the general services task order does not specify a fee limit; there would be fee limits on other project-oriented task orders. Mr. Richardson said we would have Task Order No. 2 for widening Laura and Grade by the high school ball field at the next council meeting.

Mr. Freeman moved to authorize the mayor to sign the master service contract with Welch Comer and Task Order No. 1 for general engineering services. Seconded by Mr. Schoen. Motion carried unanimously.
10.   ACCEPTANCE OF SPOKANE PARKS FOUNDATION GRANT:  Mr. Richardson asked city council to approve the receipt of the $8,767 grant from Spokane Parks Foundation for playground equipment. The project must be completed by June 1, 2012.  Mr. Culler moved to accept the grant from Spokane Parks Foundation in the amount of $8,767. Seconded by Mr. Bailey.  Motion carried unanimously.
11.    INSURANCE REPORT:  The mayor reported that he and the finance committee had interviewed the three insurance pools for coverage after September 1, and would have a recommendation at the next regular meeting.  Mr. Werst said any of the three pools would require approval of an interlocal agreement. He said the three pools are quite different from each other. Mr. Bailey asked for a “big-picture” summary of the three proposals.  Mr. Werst said he will provide a written summary before the next meeting. 
12.    YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORT:  No member of the youth council was present to make a report but did submit a written report of their accomplishments in the past ten months.  The mayor noted that the current members will be graduating soon and we need to recruit new board members for next year.  Mr. Ellingson suggested some kind of recognition for their hard work this year.  The mayor said the members would be invited to the end-of-year volunteer recognition event in December.
15.   FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:   No report.  
16.  MAINTENANCE REPORT:      Mr. McCoul said water samples for the month were good. The school speed zone signs have been changed to “when children are present.”  All the street name signs east of Argonne have been changed out. They had a software update for the radar sign installed. Mr. Freeman asked if we would be purchasing another one. Mr. Culler suggested we purchase a cheaper one that does not record traffic counts and speeds. Mr. McCoul said lawnmower breakdowns and rainy days has hampered mowing; he has purchased a lawn sweeper attachment to clean up the clippings. 
17.  CLERK/PLANNING REPORT:      Mr. Richardson reported on the proposed formation of a non-profit regional solid waste intergovernmental organization. Millwood will be asked to approve the agreement in the near future. He asked which council members would be attending the AWC annual conference and who would be designated to vote at the annual member meeting.  He reminded council members that this is the week to file for office for this year’s elections.
Mayor Mork called a five minute recess at 8:38 p.m. The meeting was reconvened at 8:43 p.m.

18  LEGAL REPORT:   Mr. Werst said he is working on the annexation of the west half of Vista Road, and has been reviewing the pretreatment ordinance, the multijurisdictional sewer agreement, and the Comcast franchise.  He has been working with code enforcement on the Old Mill Tavern lien for unpaid gambling taxes. He has been working with staff on the issue of improperly billed utility accounts; the city intends not to backbill those accounts which were underbilled due to data errors in the billing system.
19.  CORRESPONDENCE:    None.  
20.  ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Mayor Mork discussed the Spokane River Forum that he and Tom Richardson attended last month. He attended the Northeast Mayors meeting, which is interested in establishing an internet sales tax. The mayor said that we had a great Clean Up Day, and we handled a lot more green material than last year. 
21.  COUNCIL COMMENTS:     Richard mentioned the damage to the docks at Coyote Rocks development caused by the high water level in the river.
22.  PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None. 
23.  EXECUTIVE SESSION:   None.  
24.  ADJOURNMENT:  Mr. Schoen moved to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Culler.  Motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Mork adjourned the meeting at 8:53 p.m.







___________________________________







Daniel N. Mork, Mayor 

Attest:

_____________________________________
Thomas G. Richardson, City Clerk
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