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1.  CALL TO ORDER:  The Regular Meeting of the Millwood City Council was called to order 

by Mayor Kevin Freeman at 7:00 pm, December 9, 2014 at the Millwood City Hall.  Council 

members present:  Shaun Culler, Brian Ellingson, Dan Sander, and Richard Schoen. Glenn Bailey 

was excused. Also present:  Attorney Brian Werst, Public Works Director Paul Allen and City 

Clerk/Planner Tom Richardson. The mayor announced a quorum was present. 

 

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Scout Thompson of Troop 496 led the Flag Salute.   

 

3.  CONSENT AGENDA:  Minutes of Regular Meeting of November 12 and Special Meeting of 

November 25, 2014; November Payroll of $39,028.40 and Claims of $95,840.68; Treasurer’s 

Report for November 2014.  Council received the November Claims and Payroll Registers, and a 

list of Claims to be paid December 9, 2014.  Mr. Sander moved to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Seconded by Mr. Schoen. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

4.  PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Shirene Young, representing IEP and the business community, 

thanked the City for all the help with this year’s Community Tree Lighting event which was a 

great success. Mayor Freeman thanked Shirene and the IEP staff for sponsoring the event. 

 

5.    FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:   Chief Andy Hail reported calls in the past month were 

minimal.  He said there would an Open House at Fire Station No. 1 on East Sprague on Saturday, 

December 13 to allow the public to see the recent renovation work.  Also the board recently heard 

a presentation by the district’s consultant for the district’s master plan.   

  

6.   FINAL 2015 BUDGET – ORDINANCE NO. 468:   Mr. Richardson presented Ordinance 468 

which adopts the budget for 2015 that was presented at the hearing on Nov. 25. Mr. Culler moved 

to adopt Ordinance 468 as presented. Motion seconded by Mr. Ellingson. Mayor Freeman called 

for the vote. There were four ayes, no nays, no abstentions. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

7.    SEWER RATES – RESOLUTION #2014-13:  Mr. Richardson presented Resolution 2014-13 

which incorporates the sewer rate changes that were directed following the public hearing on 

November 12. Mr. Werst noted that the rate resolution calls for the cost of sewage treatment to be 

charged separately on the utility bill so that the costs imposed by Spokane County Utilities for 

sewage treatment will be identified clearly for the customer.  Mr. Schoen moved to approve 

Resolution 2014-13 as presented. Seconded by Mr. Sander. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

8.  POLICY ON DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS PROPERTY – ORDINANCE NO. 467:   Mr. Werst 

reviewed the revisions in Ord. 467 as directed at the Nov. 12 meeting.  Mr. Sander moved to 

approve Ord. 467 as presented. Motion seconded by Mr. Culler. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

9.  CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENTS:   Mayor Freeman requested confirmation of the 

reappointment of Kelly Stravens to the Planning Commission for a term which will expire in 

January 4, 2021, and the appointment of two persons to the Historic Preservation Commission: 

Barbara St. Clair to a three year term to expire on October 1, 2017, and Kristen Major to a two 

year term to expire on October 1, 2016.   Mr. Schoen moved to confirm the appointments as 

requested. Seconded by Mr. Culler. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

10.   DESIGNATION OF MAYOR PRO TEM:  Mayor Freeman designated Councilmember Dan 

Sander as Mayor Pro Tem for the first six months of 2015. Mr. Culler moved to approve the 

Mayor’s designation as requested. Seconded by Mr. Ellingson. Motion carried. 

 

11.   WASTE MANAGEMENT SOLID WASTE RATE INCREASE PROPOSAL:  Mr. Werst 

reviewed the letter sent by Spokane County to the Utilities and Transportation Commission 
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regarding Waste Management’s tariff proposal. Mayor Freeman said it is important that the city 

take a position in opposition to this. He may attend the UTC hearing on December 30.  Mr. Culler 

moved to authorize the mayor to submit a comment to the WUTC similar to what Spokane 

County has submitted.  Seconded by Mr. Schoen. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

12.  STAFF REPORT:     Paul Allen reported that a water sample tested positive for coliform on 

Nov. 12. One of the four re-test samples tested positive also.  We were required by the DOH to 

send out a notification. We started chlorinating the system as a precaution even though we had an 

additional sample come back negative for coliform on Nov.18. We will continue to chlorinate 

through December as a precaution and take five samples.  The chlorinator at Old Park well is 

installed with a new chlorine pump and tubing. We are monitoring the chlorine levels throughout 

the system. The generators had their annual load test and we replaced a hose for the oil psi gauge 

to ensure it would start in the cold weather. We inspected two water services, one new and one 

replacement.  We pulled a sewer pump at LS#3 to clear a clogged impeller. We did a sewer 

inspection for a new house.  The leaf season is over after picking up 67 loads this year. We 

normally pick up 70 – 100 loads per year. The school zone beacons on Buckeye have been 

programmed to flash.  Our grant application for sidewalks on Grace Ave was not funded. The 

trucks have been cleaned and serviced. The plows and sanders are repaired and ready to go. The 

Dodge is all set up with the deicer unit and has been used several times already this year.  

 

Mr. Richardson said he and Paul Allen are working on a DNR tree planting grant for next year. 

 

Mayor Freeman reported on his meeting with GSI’s business assistance person Alexander Scott, 

NAI Black realtors and Millwood business people. He said they emphasized the need for 

Millwood to improve our appearance and focus on Millwood’s uniqueness. He will continue with 

outreach to the business community next year. He said he will be meeting this week with UP 

Railroad people on the parking lease and Marguerite crossing. He said he has received letters of 

support from the school district and fire district on our need to keep the Marguerite Rd crossing 

open. Mr. Werst briefed council on the WUTC process for petitioning for installing safety 

improvements. Mr. Sander asked if Spokane County would have an opinion since impacts on 

Argonne would affect them. Staff was asked to contact the County traffic people. 

 

13.    LEGAL REPORT:    Mr. Werst said he is working on a project to clean up a lot of obsolete 

code text, and should have ordinances ready in the spring. 

 

14.   COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Mr. Sander thanked the IEP for the Tree Lighting event. 

 

15.  ANNOUNCEMENTS:    Mr. Freeman referred to the SCRAPS report in the agenda packet. 

16.  PUBLIC COMMENTS:    None. 

17.  EXECUTIVE SESSION:    None. 

 

18.  ADJOURNMENT   Mr. Culler moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Ellingson.  Motion 

carried unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 

 

Approved:      Attest: 

 

 

_s/Kevin Freeman_______________________  _s/Thomas G. Richardson___________ 

Kevin Freeman, Mayor      Thomas G. Richardson, City Clerk 


