SECTION 2 - INITIAL IMPROVEMENT IDEAS

IDENTIFICATION OF VISION & OPPORTUNITIES

With the thorough research and understanding of the baseline conditions for the Argonne Road
corridor, it was clear that the corridor is rich with deficiencies, and as such is also rich with
opportunities for improvement. With this information in-hand, the Stakeholder Advisory Committee
(SAC) and Public Meetings were held on August 13th, and August 14t 2007, respectively to
communicate and validate the baseline conditions, and to solicit input from the stakeholders and
residents in the form of vision elements and improvement opportunities.

Detailed notes and format discussion from the SAC and Town Hall meetings is presented in Appendix
D. A summary of the common vision elements communicated by the stakeholders and public is
provided as follows:

¢ Manage and tame the traffic on Argonne Road.
e |mprove walkability on Argonne Road - both along the corridor and across the corridor.

e High volumes, high speeds and congestion make Argonne Road a barrier for motorized and
non-motorized traffic in Millwood.

e Emergency access and response times are compromised by congestion and backups.

¢ Make the traffic signals work better.

¢ Make it safe to turn to and from Argonne Road.

¢ Define Millwood as a community and town - give it a presence along Argonne Road.

e Beautify the corridor with trees, plantings, benches, banners and signs.

e Complete the sidewalks and make the crossings safe and inviting.

e Handle the trucks in the corridor - improve the turns and accommodate the deliveries.

e ook for opportunities to collaborate - IEP with wider sidewalks and improved truck access.
e Develop new trail along County sewer right-of-way, parallel to the UPRR tracks.

e Implement some changes in concert with upcoming roadway reconstruction project in 2008.

e Connect the schools and parks - improve east-west travel across Argonne Road.

From a traffic standpoint, the stakeholder and public sentiment recognizes the demand for Argonne
to move vehicles and freight through the Town efficiently, while establishing an emphasis to manage
traffic safely within the Town of Millwood.

From the community standpoint, the stakeholder and public sentiment reflects the strong desire to
reclaim Argonne Road as a traditional “Main Street.” It is important that drivers moving through the
Town on Argonne recognize that they are no longer on a high-speed rural route, rather they are
passing through a community, where lower speeds and safety MUST take precedence over shaving
seconds off a commute or delivery time.
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ORGANIZATION OF OPPORTUNITIES

All of the ideas collected from the SAC and Town Hall meeting were combined with ideas from Town
Management and the consultant team to create a master list. This list was organized into the
following categories:

e Traffic Operations

® Arterial Traffic Calming

¢ Non-Motorized Transportation Facilities
* Transit Facilities

e Placemaking/Roadside Amenities

e Emergency Vehicle Access

e Business Access

Table 2-1 contains the complete organized list of improvement ideas for the Argonne Road Corridor.
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Table 2-1: Organized Listing of Improvement Ideas

Ref.
No. Improvement ldea Additional Notes or Comments
TRAFFIC OPERATIONS/MANAGEMENT
1 Maximize traffic operations with existing 4 lane roadway Make the. begt use .Of existing four lane roadway, using signal timing
and phasing in corridor.
1a Coordinate signals with new controller equipment and interconnect Establish various signal timing plans for corridor, install detection on
system Argonne Road
1b Install left turn arrows at existing signals Install detection for long delays to trigger left turn phasing
1c Implement split phasing on side streets Consider split phasing for side streets where offset or geometrics are
a challenge
1d Recovery after RR pre-emption Ensure coordinated signals during recovery after ralquad pre-
emption, to ensure safe access and community mobility
le Connect to Regional Traffic Management Center Coordinate with State and Spokane Valley signals
5 Widen for left turn pockets at Grace, Euclid, Liberty Consider what type of left-turn phasing would be needed, with left
turn pockets.
3 410 3 lane conversion with bikes & pedestrians, medians or driveway Evaluate if single lane in each direction can handle traffic demand.
access (to 5/6 lanes at Trent)
4 Widen Argonne Road for 5-lane alternative Wlden by one lane, provide for two-way left-turn lane between
intersections
Prohibit left turns from Argonne Road. Provide for right turns to side Revise circulation (thru/across corridor) (without widening)
5 ) . . . )
streets and all movements from side streets at signals. (emphasis at Grace, Euclid/Empire)
6 Make Euclid through-way to Vista instead of Liberty Change traffic control at Vista and Euclid to all-way stop.
Discourage cut-through at Fowler to Trent (train race via Empire)
8 Realignment of Frederick intersection Prov@e a ;mgle intersection fqr eagt and west approach - combine
with fire signal and/or pedestrian signal
9 Update traffic signs in corridor Ensure reflective signs, make sure all signs are visible and convey
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Table 2-1: Organized Listing of Improvement Ideas

Ref.
No. Improvement ldea Additional Notes or Comments
the messages necessary. Install larger street name signs (with
Millwood logo for identity)
10 Off-peak parking on street, perhaps in one direction Keep 4 lane roadway, designate parking by time of day
Establish three-lane roadway with two-way left-turn lane that
11 Reversible lanes (3-lane section) becomes a reversible lane to serve peak demand. Left turns would
be prohibited during the peak periods.
12 Toll bridge at Spokane River
13 Construct new arterial over Spokane River University Avenue alignment has been considered.
14 Remove traffic light at Liberty Provide for better service with signal at Euclid/Empire
This is already planned with Town agreement for Walgreens project
15 Discourage Albertsons traffic to Argonne at Trent and Argonne. Construction will prohibit east/west through or
left turn movements.
16 Add signal at Buckeye, subservient to Trent Desirable for improved pedestr_lan crossing at Buckeye. However, it's
contrary to planned changes with Walgreens.
17 Eliminate east lane (right lane going north) between Trent and Buckeye Consider modifications to better define lane use. Work with Spokane

Valley on intersection configuration at Trent.

ARTERIAL TRAFFIC CALMING

1 Curb bulb-outs to protect parking, pedestrians

5 Historic district - Euclid to Liberty an fit within current roadway width; also enhance side street sight
distance.

3 Argonne Road corridor, from Buckeye to Liberty If_ road_way re—deﬂned_as three lanes, could identify parking along one
side with curb extensions.

4 Patterned/pigmented concrete at crosswalks, intersections Crosswalks, raised intersection can contribute to traffic calming.
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Table 2-1: Organized Listing of Improvement Ideas

Ref.
No. Improvement ldea Additional Notes or Comments
5 Gateway feature Flags, hanging baskets, Millwood logo on street name signs,
sculpture or gateway arch
Landscaping could be at curb bulbs, within landscape strip adjacent
6 Landscaping, medians to sidewalk, in median. Consider street trees for seasonal color,
shade, buffer from traffic.
7 Reduction of speed limit, coordination with signals (25 mph) This may be accomplished without changing speed limit, but posting

the coordinated travel time

NON-MOTORIZED FACILITIES

Pedestrian
1 Complete sidewalks throughout corridor
2 Obtain easements for consistent sidewalks Provide min. 5' unobstructed width sidewalks.
3 Cobblestone crosswalks, other crosswalk treatments Define the crosswalks for good visibility and mobility.
4 Move sidewalk east of existing retaining wall at Dalton - meander? Consider with expansion or modifications on IEP site
5 Clean up behind McVay building, create path to City park Coordinate with County along sewer right of way.
6a | SK bridge across Avgonne at Eucli/Empire, utize County sewer | co0ig e 8 0 B et meet ADA
easement, connect to Centennial Trail standards - with ramps
6b Sky bridge at Grace Must meet ADA standards with ramps - require right of way
6¢c Sky bridge at Buckeye Must meet ADA standards with ramps - require right of way
7 Create unobstructed sidewalks at RR crossing
8 Relocate/remove power poles in sidewalk between Buckeye and Grace, | Provide ADA minimum, expand where possible. See if poles are

and from Grace to Spokane River

required or if underground or other route is possible.
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Table 2-1: Organized Listing of Improvement Ideas

Ref.
No. Improvement Idea Additional Notes or Comments
9 Limit pedestrian crossings to Euclid and Grace only
10 Consider removing sidewalks along IEP, use width for other purposes
11 Raised intersection, including crosswalks at signals Drainage must be considered in design
12 Connect sidewalks into neighborhoods - east and west
13 Connect schools and parks, sports fields
14 Modify signal timing for longer side-street crossing at Grace
15 Pedestrian flags at uncontrolled crosswalks
16 Update and/or provide ADA Standard Curb Ramps Required with roadway/sidewalk improvements projects.
Bicycle
1 Pedestrign/bik_e trail under north side of bridge for safe connection to
Centennial Trail
2 E/Is;?gbdi;?tgorth-south bike route east of Argonne Road, maybe Consider Marguerite as possible alternate bike route
3 Establish north-south bike route west of Argonne Road Sign route, mark pavement with Sharrows
TRANSIT FACILITIES
1 Provide for two-way bus service on Argonne Road Must provide for safe turn movements for buses
2 Benches along sidewalks, at bus stops Consider shelters at key stops
3 Formalize bus stop pads
4 Bus Shelters
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Table 2-1: Organized Listing of Improvement Ideas

Ref.
No. Improvement ldea Additional Notes or Comments

PLACEMAKING/ROADSIDE AMENITIES
Flower Baskets, Planters

More Trees/Vegetation

Eliminate Billboards Define the crosswalks for good visibility and mobility.

Uniform Architectural Lighting

Street Furniture

o O B W N B

Signage for Historic District

EMERGENCY VEHICLE ACCESS
1 Improve geometry @ Stout/Grace for Fire Truck Turns

2 Emergency Signal @ Frederick

BUSINESS ACCESS
1 Improved Access to Argonne for IEP Accommodate truck turning paths, reduce delays

Formalize Existing Parking Areas, Protect On-Street Parking w/ Bulb-
Outs

2 Include Euclid and side streets
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