CITY OF

MILLWOOD

2 9103 E. FREDERICK ¢ MILLWOOD, WASHINGTON 99206 « (509) 924-0960 « FAX (509) 927-2867

RESOLUTION 2013-02

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MILLWOOD,
WASHINGTON REGARDING THE CONTINUED OPERATION OF THE FELTS
FIELD CONTRACT TOWER

WHEREAS, the Contract Tower at Felts Field was identified as one of the 149 Contract
Towers to be closed as a result of sequestration on June 15, 2013; and

WHEREAS, the Contract Tower at Felts Field plays an integral and significant role in
maintaining our national defense capabilities, the region’s life safety, and the region’s local
economic vitality. Keeping the Felts Ficld Tower open recognizes the success of the
private-public partnership model that has delivered air traffic control services in a cost-
efficient manner since 1999, as independently verified by the United States Department of
Transportation Inspector General and Congress; and

WHEREAS, the airspace above and around Millwood is complex and requires an intricate
coordination of arriving and departing “heavy” aircraft, KC-135s from Fairchild AFB,
commercial and corporate traffic from Spokane International Airport, and emergency

medical aircraft and student pilots operating both fixed and rotary wing aircraft from Felts
Field; and

WHEREAS, the four primary runways between Felts Field, Spokane International and
Fairchild AFB are not parallel, which means that there are intersecting approaches which
requires an increased need for vigilance over aircraft approach and departure procedures;
and

WHEREAS, the controllers in the Felts Field Tower provide traffic advisories, control
instructions and flight procedures to protect the unique two Class “C” (restricted) airspaces
over Fairchild and Spokane International Airport for pilots ascending or descending
through 4,000° on approach or departure from Felts Field; and

WHEREAS, approximately over 300,000 people live in the cities of Millwood, Spokane
and Spokane Valley, which occupies the land mass below this airspace. Over 120,000 take
offs and landings are performed annually at Felts Field and Spokane International Airport.
The Felts Tower plays an intricate role in protecting the safety of the pilots in the air and
citizens on the ground by providing another set of eyes and oversight. These ‘quick looks’
at descending high-performance military and civilian aircraft remain critical to flight safety
to the extent that the FAA was compelled to memorialize the role of the Felts Field Tower
in a Letter of Agreement; and



WHEREAS. Moody Aviation and Spokane Turbine Center flight schools provide flight
instruction to missionary student pilots. During the summer months 1t 1 not uncommon to
have as many as 15 aircraft at a ime flying in the airport traftic pattern and local area. The
potential for a deviation by student pilots that could conllict with commercial or mlitary
airspace dramatically increases without the oversight provided by the Felts Ficld Contract
Tower. Moody was recruited to Spokane from Tennessee in part because of the Felts Iield
Air Traffic Control Tower: and

WHEREAS. Northwest Medstar, which has a substantial helicopter and fixed-wing arrcraft
operation based at Felts Field and serves as the region’s primary critical care air ambulance
provider for castern Washington, northern Idaho. western Montana, and northeastern
Oregon. In 2012. MedStar performed more than 1,200 aviation take-offs and landings
from Felts Field. Closurc of the tower could cause departure and arrival delays that could
be critical to their operation: and

WHEREAS. the Federal Aviation Administration affirmed its decision to close air traftic
control apcrations at Felts Field and other small airports around the country due to budget
cuts in Congress that involve a “sequestration” of spending across most government
agencies; and

WHEREAS. the Spokane International Airport Board initiated litigation against the Federal
Aviation Administration to block the shutdown of air-trattic control operations at Felts
Field as a result of agency budget cuts; and

WHERFEAS, a number of other airports and interested parties cither initiated similar
litigation or joined in the litigation initiated by the Spokane International Airport Board;
and

WHEREAS. recent federal legislation averted the agency budget cuts and will allow for
continued air-traffic control operations at kFelts Field and other airports until September 30,
2013. the end of the current fiscal year: and

WHEREAS. Spokane Internatiopal Airport has publicly indicated that it intends to
continue to pursue its litigation in an effort to preserve continued funding for air-traftic
control operations at Felts Fields.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Millwood, Washington, as follows:

A. The Council supports the continued operation of the Felts Field Contract Tower as a
critical and integral part of the operations of Felts Field and supports the legal action
initiated by the Spokane International Airport to oppose the shutdown of air-traffic control
operations at Felts Field by the Federal Aviation Administration.

B. If any section, seatence, clause, or phrase of this Resolution should be held to be invalid
or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction. such invahidity or




anconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section,
sentence. clause or phrase of this Resolution,

¢ All ordinances and resolutions. laws. and regulations, or parts thereof in conflict with
this Ordinance are, to the extent of said conflict, herchy repealed.

). This resolution shall be in full force and effect upon adoption by the Council.

PASSED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MILLWOOD THIS /#/£ADAY OF
MAY, 2013.

THOMAS G. RICHARDSON, CITY CLERK




